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Concert Report #2 – Lisa Haley and the Zydekat Krewe 

After my experience watching a great performance hosted by the San Juan Public Library, which I reviewed for my first report, I decided to try my luck with the public library again. Unfortunately, we were shut out of the only remaining qualifying performance hosted by the SJC public library. Although we had a brief encounter with the all girl Irish band that was to perform that night and whom we were trying to see, we were not able to get into the sold out performance and unable to stay around for the later show. Then, while straining to listen to these apparently popular Irish lasses from where we stood just outside the door, my wife and trusty concert companion MJ reminded me that this was not the only show in town. It was then that I made the decision to begin checking other libraries for world music events just as soon as I could. I know it sounds a bit fussy if not foolish but why not. After all the concerts hosted by the library have performers that are chosen carefully 

and who  start their performances on time, and the price is always right. Combine that with easy and free parking, a mellow audience and comfortable venue, you have all the elements conducive to gathering a good analytical concert review. My hunch and persistence paid off when I found out that the Ocean Side Public Library hosted their own “World Music Concert Series” and that the last performance of the season was coming up. A bit longer drive, but with everything I just mentioned, it was too much to resist. 

So, on Saturday March 31 my wife Mirjam (MJ) and I grabbed a change of clothes, extra water bottles and my notebook for a trip down to Oceanside to see Lisa Haley and the Zydekat Krewe. Wow, I could not believe my luck, being of French heritage as well as a fan of the blues, I thought a good dose of Cajun and Zydeco would be just what the doctor ordered. 

As with San Juan Capistrano, the venue did not disappoint. 

What better place to see a concert than a movie theater. The Star Movie Theater to be exact. Just visiting this renovated movie theater from the 50’s was worth the drive and the admission. [image: image1.jpg]


 Tickets were available only thorough Oceanside Public Library Mission Branch. I decided to call before making the trek down to Oceanside and as luck would have it, there were only two tickets left. Fortunately, the kind woman who answered the phone was good enough to put the two remaining tickets in an envelope with my name on it and leave them at the front counter. That is precisely the type of thing that makes dealing with the good folks at the public library great.

  The fact that this was a sold out show really started to get me excited. Apparently, public television had big expectations well, as KCET TV was there with a full production crew. It turns out that the performance is to be part of an upcoming full length special for public television. I took the following picture as the camera and sound crew discussed productions logistics.
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It’s hard to tell from this shot but the van on the right was a fully operating television production studio packed with video and sound equipment. I got a chance o talk to a couple guys from the crew and found that the sound and camera were directed from what would normally be the sound board in the back rows of the theater with everything ultimately being pumped live into the van outside for further production. 

I was in awe with the incredible condition of the theater. Inside, the theater had been renovated with spacious reclining seats and a new stage, while much of the original décor from the 1950’s was left untouched, including the numerous star motif chandeliers straight from the atomic age. After admiring the lobby and all its nuances for a while, we went inside to the performance area and settled on a seat about 20 rows back to the right of center, on the aisle. Our vantage point was perfect for both sight and sound.

I believe the entire performance was through the bands own Trace Elliot PA, probably not utilizing the house PA or sound 

board. This may have had as much to do with the TV production than the bands own preferences. I had absolutely no complaints about the sound quality or volume. There were no discernable issues with feedback, echo or the volume, which was perfect. The volume throughout the performance remained bright but not overly attenuated and neither my wife nor I had any ringing in our ears after the rather lengthy two and three quarter hour show. 

Library director Debra Polich introduced the band describing Lisa Haley as a fourth generation fiddler who had played with the well know Zydeco band Queen Ida, was well known in  Europe and the U.S as well as Japan and Canada. Polich also mentioned several film credits including The Beverly Hillbillies Movie, Adam Sandler’s Waterboy and a documentary by the Beatles former producer called The Rhythm of Life. Liza Haley also has 4 CD’s to her credit, and has played with Little Richard in Las Vegas. Polich then asked the enthusiastic crowd if they were ready for Zydecosis. I was!

When the band came out, I was surprised to see a female drummer, whom my wife agreed with me, looked just like my mother. Not terribly surprising as the drummer is French as well. When the first song began, a 4 count swampy sounding number, I was enamored by Haley’s smooth but husky voice and I actually became tearful. Music has a funny effect on me that way and it seems the more simple the song the more simple beauty I am able to find. The effect was short lived though as I was a little put off by the songs English lyrics. Not that I have anything against my own language but I guess I was looking for something a little more authentic. The nasal French words just go better with Cajun and Zydeco. I felt my opinion was justified when the Zydekats did decide to bless the audience with a few authentic numbers. 

There was no transition into the second song titled slow dance, where Haley’s greenish blue electric violin was given a workout. I was unable to determine the key on most songs although I can say that the guitar and bass remained in standard tuning throughout the entire set list.

The band consisted of five members total. There was a bass player as well as a guitar player with a beautiful gold top Les Paul standard who masterfully manipulated an array of floor pedals throughout the show. The band also had an awesome accordion player who along with the drummer playing a standard trap set with two cymbals and a kick bass really helped pin down the Zydeco sound. Then there was Lisa Haley who played electric violin and sang, performing both jobs simultaneously and masterfully. All of the other members added additional vocals as needed.

The third song titled Joyride, was anything but for me. The song was about Louisiana and was dedicated to anyone far from home. Seemingly reminiscing about Louisiana, Haley joked about how if you kissed a boy in Louisiana you were not on a date, you were engaged. She said there really was not any dating, it was called ‘a courting and there was never just the two of you because your cousin was always there. Actually, the cousin was your date! 

The bands style seemed to bridge rock and roll and Cajun Zydeco bringing the form to the masses. I appreciated the pure joy on the faces of the performers and they were masterful musicians. I am sure that those who knew the band and were fans were not disappointed. My wife was not familiar with the band or really the style for that matter but really enjoyed the show. As for me I was a tad bit disappointed only because of what I had hoped for and not what was promised. I had hoped for a down-home Cajun style accentuated with electric guitar and maybe some showmanship, which I expected due to what I knew from research, would be a lack of acoustic instruments. What was delivered though was a truly well executed interpretation of a not too well known musical form delivered masterfully to a larger more appreciative audience than the original from could probably deliver. 

I went to this performance with a need for Cajun/Zydeco fix where I was diagnosed with Zydecosis. Although the prescription cured what ailed me, I was still left with a wee bit of the blues. 

My wife Mirjam anxiously awaits…[image: image3.jpg]



Me and my trusty notebook…[image: image4.jpg]









